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S By Sanford J. Ungar
‘ + Washington Post Staff Writar ,
i .iThe DYentagon has infer- -

‘vened with a Boston publisher
in an attempt to have some
. 5éclioxxs deleted from a neally
complete butl officially unau-
thorized edition of its secret
study of the Vietnam war.
.+ The book is scheduled fm
release Oct. 17,

+Two men, identifying them-
selves as part of a “special
team” working with J. ¥red
Buzhardi, general legal coun-
sel {¢ Defense Secrctary Mel-
vin R. Tiaird, made 'an unan-
nouncod visit . to the Boston

1}](‘dd(}udl ters of Beacon Press
~on Jriday morning, seeking
the * publisher’s cdopcxatlon
with the government.

» Arnold  Tovell, editor in’
chief- at Beacon, confirmed
yesterday that a ‘second meef- -
ing has been scheduled for
Moenday morning in Boston,

" when three. other representa-,
tives from ihe Pentagon will
speeify the parts of the study
the Defense Department
would like deleted.
© wovell sald the firm would

ot alier its plans before con-
sulting with Sen. Mike Gravel-
(D Alaska), who provided the.

" Pentagon papers for Beacon's!
four-volume edition.

Reporfedly consisting of 95,
per cent of the sceret Vietnam

* war narrative, the Deacon edi-!
tion is Iormally billed as the|
ofricial record of a special sub-;
committee -hearing called- by
Gravel at midnight on June 29:
“for the specific purpose of re-
leasing the entagon papers.

Sources al Beacon said yes-
terday that should a deeision |
be made to dclete parts of the

. study, blank pages might be

- ].eft_ ip the book to mark the!
omissions.

. Scheduled for an initial
printing of about 15,000 copies |
in paperback and 5,000 in hard
cover, the Beacon book is al-
ready in production at an csu-
maled cost of $100,000.

When pubhshed it is ex-
pected 1o be the only version

_of alimost the entire Pcnt.agofslprove

-they were
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bfliily (including 25 per cénf of
the internal government docu-
ments  that accompanied it)
which is generally available to
the public. Despile a Supreme

Court decision in June affirmn-

Ing the right of The Washing-

ton Post, The New York Times

. and other newspapers {o pub-
Jish articles based on the

study, the Defense Depart-

ment has continued to refuse
to release it.

The two Defense Dep'nt
ment representatives, Robert
L. Jones and Paul 1. Spalla,
who wore civilian clothes, ap.”
peared at the publisher’s of-
fice next to tht statchouse in
Roston with a letter of intro-

duction from Buzhardt.

As Tovell described them
yesterday, “they went out of
their way to make it clear
not lawyers and
were not from the Justice De-
partment.”

Butl he added that Jones and
Spalla refused to specify their
titles in the Defense Depart-
ment. A check with the Penta-
gon press office and other
sources  yesterday failed to-
turn up wanyone - by those
names in the general lccal
counsel’s office. ‘

During a half-hour session
with Tovell, Beacon Press
director Gobin Stair, two,
other Beacon officials and two
attorneys 1cpreseniling the
publishers, the men said they
were “part of a team checking

Into the Pentagon papers gen-|,

"~ erally,” one of the participants
in the meeting said yesterday.

Jones and Spalla did not ask
1o see any of the galley proofs
of the book, Beacon attorney,
Harvey A. Silverglade said,
but “seemed fo be on a diplo-
matic mission. They didn’{
seem to know much about the
Pentagon papers.”

The two Pentagon cmissar-
jes stressed, however, that
they were concerned- not
aboul avoiding political em-
barrassment that might result
from the hook, but were con-
cerned abouf matters coneern-
ing intelligence which might
be revealed.

They did not specify which
parts of the study were consid-
ered dangerous, leaving that
to three others—whom they
did not - identify—with “inti-:
mate knowledge” of the VlCt
nam war study.

Beacon agreed {o the second
meeting on Monday, Silver--
glade said, bevause “they are
willing to listen as citizens
e mein.

“saild “maybe they should have
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stressed thdt under his agree-! @/U e e \ ) aM \/‘

ment with Beacon, “I have edi-, .

torial .conlrol over what's in
there. I'd be happy to re-evalu-
ale any or all of it.” ]
The senator, who has con-
tended that the adwministration
Is seeking to interfere with his
plans for the Pentagon papers,

contacled me to go over any-
thing they feel is sensitive and
shrould not be released.” .
It also was lcarned ycester-
day that Yoward R. Webber,
Director of the MIT Press,
had been summoned to Wash-
ington last week for a mecting
with Buzhardt's office.
Webber, who was ap-
proached with- Gravel’s copy
of the Pentagon papers hefore
Beacon press, a nonprofit pub:
lishing arn of the Unitarian-
Universalist Association, said
at the he “found it puzzlm’f"
thal he had been questioned
about the nature of the Bea-
con cdition,
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